There is ambiguity in the literature regarding whether a larger glaucoma drainage device (GDD) achieves a lower long-term intraocular pressure (IOP). There is some evidence on both sides, but overall there seems to be an optimal surface area of approximately 200-250 mm 2 beyond which there may be little advantage to increasing the plate size for most patients.
INtRODUCtION
Over the years, there has been a lack of clarity in the literature regarding the relationship between glaucoma drainage device (GDD) size and intraocular pressure (IOP) control. An early randomized prospective study by Heuer In conclusion, there does not seem to be good evidence that suggests there are any advantages in using the 350 mm 2 Baerveldt over smaller 230 to 250 mm 2 GDDs and, at up to 3 years postoperative, the IOP, VA, and medication use appear similar.
